
 

 
Network of UNESCO Chairs in Communication -ORBICOM- 

Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) 
315 Ste-Catherine Street, Suite R-561 

Montreal, Quebec, 
CANADA H2X 3X 

 

 
Summary of the 1st Edition of the Call for Collaborative Research Projects 

 
As part of its collaborative research initiative, Orbicom launched its first edition in January 
2023. Members were invited to explore common questions in communication science, with 
six (6) research axes identified. 
 
In March 2023, researchers who submitted projects were invited to lead these studies, while 
other members were encouraged to participate. Additional information was requested in 
May in preparation for a discussion during the Orbicom conference held in Borneo, 
Malaysia, from June 7 to 9, 2023. 
 
During the Orbicom conference, the various research projects were presented by their 
proponents, and on June 15, 2023, all members were invited to participate. By the end of 
July 2023, the advisory committee selected, based on a consultation with members, ideally 
one project per research axis, relying on criteria of clarity of objectives, feasibility, and 
member engagement. These criteria had been communicated to members and project 
proponents during the June 15 meeting. 
 
Following this consultation, six (6) projects were approved during the general assembly of 
members held on October 25, 2024, as part of the Orbicom international conference 
organized in Bogotá: 
 

• 1 project in Axis 1: Digital Networks and Social Dynamics 
• 2 projects in Axis 3: Infodemia and Media Education 
• 2 projects in Axis 4: Freedom of Expression, Right to Information, and Democratic 

Participation 
• 1 project in Axis 5: Communication, "Commons," and Sustainable Development 

 
No projects were ultimately selected in Axis 2: Digital Citizenship, or Axis 6: Risk 
Communication and Crisis Management. 
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The projects selected are as follows: 
 
Axis 1: Digital Networks and Social Dynamics 
 
Project N° 1.1 
 
Title: Virtual Community Digital Learning Nusantara (VCDLN) as a Strategic 
Implementation of Artificial Intelligence Framework in Asia, France, and Canada 
 
Participants: 

• Deni Darmawan, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 
• Alain Kiyindou, Bordeaux University Montaigne, France, Chair-Orbicom 

UNESCO from France 
• Destiny Tchehouali, University of Quebec Montreal, Canada, Chair-Orbicom 

UNESCO from Canada 
• Memen Kustiawan, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 
• Ikin Solikin, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia 
• Andi Faisal Bakti, UIN Jakarta 
• Etien Damome, Researcher from Chair-Orbicom UNESCO from France 

 
Project description: 
 

The objectives of this research include: (1) Designing and developing the Database 
Central for support the implementation VCDLN-TVUPI Super-App Multiplatform 
through Artificial Intelligence Approach; (2) Implementing mobile distance learning 
services through the Android-based TVUPI Application for teachers in South Korea, 
Japan, and Indonesia; (3) Generate Learning Content VCDLN-TVUPI Database online 
to  Mobile Super-App TVUPI based on Android System; (4) Measuring of 
implementing the Mobile Distance Learning Services through the Multiplatform Super-
App VCDLN-TVUPI Portable Streaming version and Android Mobile Version in 
Indonesia, Japan, and Korea; (5) Controlling the quality of service and access speed of 
the TVUPI Android Mobile Super-App through an Artificial Intelligence approach by 
an Expert from Bordeaux University France (Prof. Alain Kiyidou). 
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Axis 3: Infodemia & Media education 
 
Project   No. 3.4 

 
Title: Changes in Educational Programs and Course Content for Media 
Specializations in Arab Universities in the Age of Artificial Intelligence and Modern 
Communication 
 
Participants: 

• Nawal Abdullah Ali Alhazwarh, Chair in communication & development 
(Yemen) 

• Prof. Saad Saad, King Khalid University, Saudi Arabia 
• Mathani Abashar, Mass Communication Department, Abu Dhabi, United Arab 

Emirates (U.A.E.) 
 

Project description: 
• Public awareness of electronic rumors 
• Ethics of media handling of news of conflicts and wars 
• Ethics of picture in social media 
• Factories of affective pictures in social media 
• Factors to strengthen the credibility of the public in times of conflicts and crises 

 
    
Project   No. 3.6 

 
Title: Disintermediation, disinformation and political polarization in the discursive 
strategies of the extreme right in digital environments 
 
Participants: 

• Prof. Flavia Gomes and Prof. Juliana Colussi, Chair in Communication 
Research, Rey Juan Carlos University, Spain 

• Prof. Mira K. Desai, SNDT Women’s University, Mumbai, India 
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Project description: 
 
Taking into account the political protagonism that the extreme right has conquered 
through social networks since Donald Trump’s 2016 campaign in the United States, 
the main objective of this proposal is to know the main digital communicative 
strategies used by the representatives of the extreme right in Latin America and 
Europe. We are also interested in identifying the characteristics of the polarizing 
discourses typical of digital populism and the communicative and discursive 
resources constructed within the framework of cybermediated politics, as well as in 
analyzing the construction of the political influencer and its relationship with the 
dissemination of pseudo-informative content for the creation of truth. 

 
Axis 4 - Freedom of expression, right to information and democratic participation   
 
Project No. 4.2 

 
Title: Career expectations of young female journalists in Uzbekistan in the context of 
socio-cultural transition 
 
Participants: 

• Prof. Olga Vikhrova, UNESCO Chair in Journalism and Mass Communication, 
the Faculty of Journalism, Lomonosov Moscow State University 

• Prof. Anna Agustina, Universitas Pancasila, Indonesia 
 
Project description: 
 

At present, women journalists in a wide range of Asian countries continue to face 
not only violence and violation of rights, which are the object of close attention of 
regional and international organizations, but also informal restrictions on 
professional development. In particular, this refers to restrictions on access to 
higher education, difficult access to professional development opportunities, and 
even artificially low gender competitiveness of women in national labor markets. 
In addition, even with successful employment, obstacles for women journalists can 
be such non-obvious factors as the inability to obtain the necessary and even 
socially significant information if it is distributed in institutions where physical 
access for women is implicitly limited. This is just a small list of the difficulties that 
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women journalists in the Asian region, and especially in Central Asia, face when 
choosing the profession of a journalist. 

 
The purpose of the study is to identify and systematize the problems that women 
media workers in the countries of the Asian region regularly face in their 
professional activities, as well as to study the degree of influence of these problems 
on their professional activities based on respondents' assessments. 
A methodology will be developped and semi-structured interviews will be 
conducted with female online media correspondents from Asian countries that rank 
low in the gender inequality index. Currently, the sample includes Uzbekistan and 
Indonesia, but the list can be supplemented at the request of the researchers. The 
difficulties that female journalists in these countries face in their professional 
activities due to gender will be identified and classified, and recommendations for 
overcoming them will be proposed. 

 
 
Project No. 4.4 

 
Title: Mapping and characterizing the role of digital communication in 21st century 
social movements  
 
Participants: 
 

• Prof. Patricia Izquierdo-Iranzo. Chair in Communication Research, Rey Juan 
Carlos University, Madrid, Spain 

• Prof. Fadia Hussein. Arab association for research and communication Sciences 
(AARCS), Lebanon. 

• Prof. Muhammad Abdelwahab Al-Alali, Higher Institute of Information and 
communication, Rabat, MAROC 

 
Project description: 
 

Digital space use by the citizenship or “smart mobs” (Rheingold, 2004) in the social 
revolutions have evolved throughout this century from being just a method of call 
or persuasion to be a protest space itself, ej. PR internet campaign of Zapatista 
movement (Mexico, 1994); popular SMS call and the President overthrow 
(Philippines, 2001); velvet revolution leader and his protest marches Facebook lives 
(Armenia, 2018) etc. Obj.: mapping world main XXI c. social movements (Arab 
springs, 2010; “colour revolutions”, Eurasian space, 2000-2005 etc.) and describe 



 

 
Network of UNESCO Chairs in Communication -ORBICOM- 

Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) 
315 Ste-Catherine Street, Suite R-561 

Montreal, Quebec, 
CANADA H2X 3X 

 

the role that social media has played on their development. It will provide an open 
dataset for further research. 

 
 
Axis 5 : Communication, "commons" and sustainable development 
 
Project No. 5.3 
 
Title: Comparativa internacional de la comunicación de las emergencias climáticas / 
International comparison of the communication of climate emergencies 
 

Participants: 
• Carlos Lozano, Chair in Communication Research, Rey Juan Carlos University, 

Spain 
• Manuel Santillán, Universidad de Lima, Perou 
• Enock Mac'Ouma, Rongo University, Kenya 
• Prof. Kamilia Jreij, Assistant Professor of Communication at the Lebanese 

University 
 

Project description: 
 

Based on similar extreme weather events or those that involve several countries 
simultaneously, the main news coverage of this kind of events is analyzed and 
compared. 

 


